




 1937 “Teacher’s Retirement System” 
 4,500 members 

 1947 “Public Employees Retirement 

System” 
 Replaced in 1951 by Social Security 

 Brought back in 1961 

 Both systems were combined in 1963 

 Public Safety & Firefighters were added 

soon thereafter 

 



    1   State of Utah 

  40   School Districts 

  19   Charter Schools 

  29   Counties 

167   Cities and Towns 

  15   Colleges and Universities 

178   Other political subdivisions 

449   Total Employers 



 3,185 new retirees in 2010 

 

 Current retirees = 46,399 

 

 Longest payment on record started in 

1951 



Retirees by age: 

 

 4824 under the age of 60 

 1830 under the age of 55 

 

 1257 over the age of 90 

 222 over the age of 95 

 14 over the age of 100 



 Average retirement benefit = $20,086 
 This includes those who retired with less than 30 

years of service 

 Average years of service = 22.5 

 

 Total Benefits paid out in 2010 = $1 billion 

 

 



 Arizona         533 

 Idaho         474 

 Nevada        473 

 California        329 

 Washington        208 

 Colorado        206 

 All other states    1,867 

 Utah    42,460 

 

 Foreign countries         21 



There are: 

 104,467 Active Members 

 

 35,734 Terminated Vested Members 
 People with at least 4 years of service 

 

 46,399 Retired Members 

 

Total Membership = 186,600 



Current Assets: 

 

 Pension = $21,131,650,000 

 

 Savings Plans = $3,256,648,000 

 



Utah Retirement Systems is currently ranked 

in the top 10% of all plans in the United 

States * 

*According to the PEW Research Center 

 

Many other public plans have looked to 

URS as a model of how to run their plans 
 



 Personal access to your account 

 

 Make changes to your investments 

 

 Update your  

 beneficiaries 

 

 Calculators  





Under the Mattress: 

› Fairly Safe 

 

› Easy Access 

 

› NO Interest Growth 





In the Bank 

› Presumably Safe 

 

› Fairly Easy Access 

 

› Low Interest Growth 



Invest in Savings Plans 

› Risk Involved – Stock Market 

 

› Possible Higher Rate of Return 

 

› Harder to access  

 your money 
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 Diversification 

 

 Patience 

 

 Dollar Cost Averaging 

 

› Oh, and “Buy Low, Sell High” 

 

 

http://www.shutterstock.com/subscribe.mhtml


 

1. Commodities 

 

2. Real Estate 

Investment 

Trusts 

 

3. Global 

Inflation-Linked 

Bonds 


