
Local Planning in the  
Driver’s Seat 

Planners Take Note! 



2railroad verb \ˈrāl-ˌrōd, ˈrel-; ˈre-ˌrōd\  
transitive verb 1 b : to push through hastily or without 
due consideration 



Daniel Wood 

• Early Settler of 
Davis County 

• Owned Extensive 
Farmland 

• Left on a Mission 
when the Train was 
being Built 
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Woods Cross 

“Wood’s cross!” he said, 
“I’ll say he is. And what's 
worse, He's damn cross 
too!”      

     
--Brigham Young? 
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American Fork 
Main Street Vision 
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UTA: 
Utah County East-West Study 

Visualization 
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UDOT: 
Seven lanes  

on  
American Fork’s 

Main Street? 

Local Planning in the Driver’s Seat 



But what does American Fork want? 
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Main Street 
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Light Rail 
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Economic Best Practices  
That Put YOU in the Driver’s Seat 

From Planning . . . To Funding 



What is your VISION? 
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•  Jobs 
•  Property taxes 
•  Sales taxes 
•  Other revenues 
•  Natural resources 

How SUSTAINABLE is your community? 
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Who are your target MARKETS?  

•  Age 
•  Income 
•  Household size 
•  Other demographic factors 
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Where are your RETAIL opportunities? 
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Where are your prime LOCATIONS? 
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•  Access 
•  Visibility 
•  TOD 
•  Traffic counts 
•  Utilities 
•  Transit 
•  Vacant properties 
 



Where are opportunities for 
REDEVELOPMENT? 
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  Gateway Before 
 

  Gateway After 
 



What are your FUNDING options? 
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TIF 

Revolving 
Loan 

Funds 

New 
Market 

Tax 
Credits 

ILCs 

IAF 
Bonds 

BID 

CDBG 

SAA 

Micro 
Enterprise 
Loan Fund 

EDTIF 
Grants 

Funding  
Options 
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MAKING IT HAPPEN! 

MARKETING & RECRUITMENT: 
 
Growth projections 
Household characteristics  
Transit and infrastructure 
Sales leakage 
Major employers 
Amenities 
Low crime rates 
Incentives  
Testimonials 


