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• Non-profit organization since 2001 
• Public education & outreach 
• Policy and regulatory advocacy 
• Diverse partnerships 
• Solutions-oriented approach 







Energy Efficiency Leadership 

Source: American Council for an Energy Efficiency Economy (2010) http://www.aceee.org/node/820 



Energy Efficiency = JOBS, JOBS, JOBS! 



Buildings in Utah 

Source: “Utah’s Energy Landscape” Department of Natural Resources (2009) 



HOME CASE STUDY 

“…ductwork was not sealed nor insulated properly when it was 
installed. This can account for a 10-30% loss of heated or cooled 
air (energy).” 

  

 HOMEOWNER REPAIR BILL:   

  > $2,400 

 

  SAVINGS:  

• Annual utility savings: $508 

• Payback: 4.7 years 

What’s the big deal? 

Source: Utah Home Energy Case Study #1, UBEES  (2010) 



Energy Waste is Invisible! 

Inefficient home Bad Duct Work 

Poor Insulation Installation 



Consumers Expect  
Energy Efficiency 

“Homeowners should have a right to a home that 
meets national energy standards” 

“Energy codes should be enforced like other safety 
and quality standards of construction” 

“Homebuilders should not take make less efficient 
homes at consumers’ expense” 

“Homebuilders should not save money on 
construction by making homes less energy 
efficient” 

79% 

74% 

72% 

65% 

Source: Building Codes Assistance Project and Consumers Union. Energy Codes 
Messaging Test: Evaluation by Region. (2011) 

Courtesy Rio Tinto/Daybreak (2011) 



How Much does Efficiency Cost? 
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Are Energy Codes Worth it? 

• Cuts energy waste 
10-17% 

• Cost to builder 
$900  

 

• Cost to homeowner 

 $1,500 ($15/month in 
mortgage) 

 

• Net Savings 
$25/mo  or   

 $175-$200/yr 





Solar Leadership 

• Net metering leadership 

• PPA legislation 

 

• 1000% increase in 
commercial solar 
installations ‘07-’10  

• 200% increase in 
residential installations 
‘07-’10 

Freeing the Grid (2010) 



Why Solar? 
• Self-sufficiency 

• A hedge against volatility  
and risk 

• Enhanced energy security 

• Air quality & water savings 

• Stewardship 

• Community Branding:  
“Open for Solar Business” = jobs & new 
economic development opportunities  

 
Photo source: http://ldsnews.net/229/a-solar-powered-lds-church 



Cash for Solar 

• Rocky Mountain Power’s Solar 
Incentive Program  
– Pilot since 2007, set to expire 2012 
– 107 kW/year for 5 years 
– $2000/kilowatt  ($1,550/kilowatt in 

2010) 
 

• Program can meet “cost-effective” 
requirement 

 

• 2010 PacifiCorp Integrated Resource  
Plan utility model selected all 
available solar as cost-effective  



Will it last? 

• Solar Workgroup 

• 2011 Public Service Commission Investigative 
Docket (11-035-104)  

– To explore possible continuation and expansion of 
utility solar incentive 

– If expanded, explore program structure and design 

– Report findings to Commission Nov. 1, 2011 

 

Get involved!  E-mail sbaldwin@utahcleanenergy.org   

or visit www.utahcleanenergy.org  

 



Solar Energy = JOBS, JOBS, JOBS!  

Source: Solar Energy Industries Association,  U.S. Solar Industry Year in Review 2009; and Utah 
Solar Energy Association, Salt Lake Tribune (Mike Gorrell) 

Futura Industries in Ogden, 
UT Manufacturers  & 
assembles solar frames:  
 

"Every day, 2,000 solar panel 
frames come out of here… I thank 
our lucky stars that we got into 
that four or five years ago. We 
cast nets wide across markets, 
every one we can. That has 
protected us in this downturn."  
 
 - Futura Industries President Susan 

Johnson (Salt Lake Tribune At Futura in Utah, thriving is 
the bottom line Mike Gorrell)  

 
 

93,000 
(2010 ) 



Pay for your home with cash? 
• Then, why should you pay for efficiency and renewables 

up front?  Use energy savings to pay off your loan!  
 

• Public-Private Financing Pilot Program:  
Salt Lake County Energy Smart Loan Program  
– $1 million pilot loan program for  

efficiency and renewables upgrades 

– 80 efficiency, 3 solar loans 

– 5% interest rate 

– $2,000-$50,000 loans 

– Public-private partnership: Community Development 
Corporation, Salt Lake County, GE Capital,  
Morgan Stanley Bank, ARRA Funds 



“Leadership is Action, 
not Just a Position” 

Thank you! 

Kevin Emerson, MSc 

Sr. Regulatory and Policy Associate 

kevin@utahcleanenergy.org 

(801) 608-0850 


