
Emergency Preparedness



• Why Focus on Emergency Planning?

• 4 Components

• Preparedness of Affordable Housing

• Template and Sample

• Community Resources

Agenda
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Emergency Preparedness

Recent Events
• Bomb threat (Aug 2010)
• Refinery Explosions 

(Nov 2009) 
• Flooding and mudslides

(Aug 2010)
• Earthquakes (April, Aug 2010)
• “Machine Gun” Fire – Herriman

(Sept 2010)
• More…
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Affordable Housing Demographics 

• Low-income
• Middle-income
• Seniors / Elderly
• Physically Disabled
• Mentally Disabled
• Homeless
• Transitional
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FEMA Disasters 

• Dam Failure
• Earthquake
• Fire or Wildfire
• Flood
• Hazardous Material
• Heat
• Hurricane
• Landslide

• Nuclear Power Plant 
Emergency

• Terrorism
• Thunderstorm
• Tornado
• Tsunami
• Volcano
• Wildfire
• Winter Storm
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Landslide near Santaquin - 2002

Why Develop an Emergency Plan

Financial Costs

Social Costs
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Emergency Management

Mitigation

Preparedness

Response

Recovery
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4 Components

1. Protocol / Process
2. Communication
3. Supplies
4. Assessments
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4 Components

Protocol / Process
Communication
Supplies
Assessments

Type of Hazard Probability Human 
Impact 

Property 
Impact 

Internal 
Resources

External 
Resources Total 

 High 
5 

Low 
1 

High 
5 

Low 
1 

Weak 
5 

Strong 
1  

Earthquake 4 5 3 5 3 20 
Fire 4 3 4 4 1 16 
Winter Storm 4 3 4 4 3 18 
Power outage 3 3 4 3 2 15 
Flood 1 3 4 3 2 13 
Man-made disasters 3 3 3 3 2 14 

Components Preparedness Template ResourcesWhy Components Preparedness Template ResourcesWhy



4 Components

Type of Hazard Probability Human 
Impact 

Property 
Impact 

Internal 
Resources

External 
Resources Total 

 High 
5 

Low 
1 

High 
5 

Low 
1 

Weak 
5 

Strong 
1  

Earthquake 4 5 3 5 3 20 
Fire 4 3 4 4 1 16 
Winter Storm 4 3 4 4 3 18 
Power outage 3 3 4 3 2 15 
Flood 1 3 4 3 2 13 
Man-made disasters 3 3 3 3 2 14 

Components Preparedness Template ResourcesWhy Components Preparedness Template ResourcesWhy



Preparedness &
Affordable Housing

Survey Instrument
– 36 questions
– Self-reporting

Results
– 16+ units per project
– 162 projects (66 responses)
– 42 points possible

• Average  7.7
• Median   8
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Preparedness &
Affordable Housing

Assessments
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Implications

“To support quality affordable housing options that 
meet the needs of Utah's individuals and families”

-Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund Mission Statement
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What DHCD is Doing

Template Sample
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Flipchart

Electronic copy

Customizable
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Promote Community Planning

• Association of Governments – Mitigation Reports

• Emergency Coordinators – City/County

• Be Ready Utah – Commission on Volunteers/Dept of Public Safety

• Special Needs Registry
• Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters

– American Red Cross State of Utah 
– Faith-based organizations
– CERT teams
– Utah 2-1-1
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Conclusion

“ We can do more, we must do more.”



Questions

Erik Carlson
Division of Housing and Community Development

ecarlson@utah.gov
801-538-8798


